
  

How to Put on a Musical in 11
Days

By Dessie Stant: Editor-in-Chief

          Summer stock. Summer internships.
Summer camp? This  past  summer, I spent
the  better  part  of  my  break  at  a  co-ed
summer  camp  in  Raymond,  Maine.  I  had
never  really  been  up  north,  with  the
exceptions  of  New  York  City  and Chicago,
which don’t exactly count when you figure in
fresh  air  and  pine  trees.  Following  the
realization  of  how  I wanted  to  spend  my
summer, I applied for the position of drama
director at Kingsley Pines Camp. After I was
offered the job as co-director of the drama
program  at  Kingsley  Pines, my  co-director,
Maegan Mishico  and  I chose  two  musicals
that  we  would  be  producing that  summer.
We discussed numerous musicals that would
be  suited for children between the  ages  of
eight  and  fifteen and we  finally  decided  to
direct Grease and High School Musical. Along
with directing the  aforementioned musicals,
we also  got  to  direct  a  Broadway cabaret.
Directing musicals can be a task all in itself,
but to put up a musical in eleven days, from
auditions  to  dress  rehearsals,  can  be
overwhelming.
          On the first day of a particular session,
we  would  hold  auditions.  This  audition
process usually consisted of the kids singing
“Happy  Birthday”  or  one  of  their  favorite
songs.  The  best  audition  piece  I heard  all
summer was by an eight-year-old girl when
she sang “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah” with more

energy and enthusiasm than I have seen in
many  of  my  peers  when  they  have
auditioned.  That  same  day,  the  cast  list
would be posted on the bulletin board. Like all
thespians, the cast list was

 
rushed by a herd of children and ended with
tears and disappointment.
The next ten days of rehearsal consisted of
teaching choreography, music, and blocking
to  anywhere between fifteen and thirty-five
children. The first two periods of the day, my
co-director and I would block scenes, teach
ensemble  music  and  teach  choreography.
Third  period,  I  would  make  up  the
choreography  to  a  song,  which  would  be
taught  to  the  kids  the  next  day.  Fourth
period,  I  would  either  make  copies,  buy
costumes, paint sets or learn the piano music
so  I could  accompany  the  kids  in  learning
their  music.  Fifth  period  was  an  optional
period  and  the  children  could  choose  any
activity they wanted from a pre-arranged list.
I, of course, was teaching. I would commonly
use fifth periods to teach solos and duets. By
the end of the day, I was glad my bedtime
was 9:15 p.m.
      Along with directing a musical in eleven
days,  we  had  to  build  the  set,  paint  the
backdrop and make or buy costumes for the
cast.  Our  technical  director,  Meghan
Dougherty (a theatre major at Penn State)
not  only  built  the sets  but  taught  a drama
tech class

which taught everything from scene painting,
to lighting, to run crew. Our productions were
complete  with  head  mics,  walkie-talkies,  a
stage  manager,  two  assistant  stage
managers  and  a  costume  designer.
Considering we had eleven days to put on a
musical,  whereas  community  theaters  and
regional theaters have anywhere between six
weeks  to  three  months  to  put  up  their
musicals, the process went rather well.  

 

 

Theatre in and of itself can be daunting and
challenging at times, but to convince children
that they have to apply that much dedication
to  a  production at  a  summer camp when
everything  is  supposed  to  be  fun  and
exhilarating can be  quite  tricky. Many  days
would pass where the kids were thoroughly
exhausted  and  mentally  taxed  from  the
rehearsals  that  day.  I  never  realized  the
importance  of  my  own energy  level until I
had  to  face  thirty-five  tired  and  worn-out
faces.  When  you  have  that  many  children
relying on you, you suddenly recognize that
this production isn’t about you, it’s about the
kids  and  how  much  fun  they’re  having.
Teaching children has to be one of the most
rewarding experiences of my career thus far.
There’s no other job that allows you to sing
silly songs, to play leap frog spontaneously at
any given point in the day, to  dance in the
rain  to  “It’s  Rainin’  Men,”  or  to  prank
someone’s  office  by  toilet  papering  the
outside  (without  going to  jail,  that  is).  My
days at Kingsley Pines not only consisted of
teaching drama, but also  of being a mentor
and friend to  my campers. Teaching children
has not only taught me how to communicate
more efficiently, but it has also taught me to
love life. Someone told me before I got to
Kingsley  Pines  that  camp  changes  you.  I
could  not  agree  more.  If  you  have  the
opportunity to  work at a summer camp, do
it.  Camp  is  an  adventure  you  will  never
forget.

         

1 of 1 4/19/2010 7:22 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


